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ABSTRACT

This research was undertaken to investigate the impact of phonemic awareness
difficulties on grade three learners’ performance in English in the Musina Municipality
Area. This study identifies Phonemic Awareness Disability, the importance of
phonemic awareness, phonemic awareness training, the benefits of phonemic
awareness instruction, tools and technigues for teaching phonemic awareness skills,
and proposes activities to develop learners’ phonemic awareness ability. The study
adopted both qualitative and the quantitative approaches. Purposeful sampling
procedures were employed to select the respondents. Data were collected through a
questionnaire which was distributed to English (First Additional Language) language
educators. Open-ended interviews for the principals were used to collect data. The
statistical Microsoft Excel 2007 version was used to analyse data gathered through
the questionnaire given to teachers. Data from interviews were analysed through

identifying themes which were compared with responses and the literature study.

Findings of the study show that there is not enough formal instruction and effective
teaching in reading that focuses on the development of letter sounding skills, word
recognition and comprehension skills. It is recommended that relevant instructions
and effective training of learners on reading methods should be taken into account

by educators when teaching reading.
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