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Abstract

South Africa is a country with vast cultural diversity and biodiversity whereby many people still
rely on a wide variety of plants in their daily lives for food, shelter, fuel, medicine and other
necessities of life. Sclerocarya birrea is one of the most commonly used and wide spread fruit-
bearing tree species found throughout sub-Saharan Africa, and in most countries, people from r-ural
communities use it. It is one of the most highly valued indigenous trees of southern Africa due to
its wide variety of uses which are recognized as commercially, medicinally and culturally
important. To determine the distribution patterns and utilization of Sclerocarya birrea in the two
the cultural groups in some parts of the Limpopo Province. The study was conducted at GA-
Makhushane and Tshivhongweni villages where participants were interviewed using
questionnaire. To determine the distribution patterns of Sclerocarya birrea, .nearest—neighbour
method was used and the dispersion index (R) was estimated using method employed by Clark
and Evans (1954). The results were analyzed using Analysis of Variance single factor. The results
of this study revealed that Sclerocarya birrea is regularly distributed in both study areas and has a
variety of uses from treating stomach and period pains to selling and making profit from its
products and also feeding the livestock, The Bapedi cultural group has a higher number of uses for
the fruits and the stem than the Vhavenda cultural group, whereas the Vhavenda cultural group _h_as__
higher number of uses for the bark than the Bapedi cultural group. The fruits were mostly used by
both cultures since they have the highest number of uses in both cultures followed by the bark.
The study also found that the knowledge about the uses of Sclerocarya birrea is transferred to the
younger generation and the plant is well conserved. It was concluded that Sclerocarya birrea is an

important plant species to both communities since it scrves as a source of food, income and

medicine
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