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ABSTRACT

Integration of nursing theory with clinical practice has been a subject of debate in the
nursing profession for some time. Now the debate focuses on the possible gap
between theory and practice, and whether the £ap is negative or positive. Other issues
include whether midwives in the wards are still acting as mentors to the students and
what lecturers’ responsibilities are in the integration of midwifery nursing science
theory with clinical practice? The purpose of this study was to identify and describe
factors affecting integration of midwifery nursing science theory with clinical practice

in the training institutions of the Vhembe District in the Limpopo Province.
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nurses,4 were males and 14 were females, their ages ranged between 20-40 years.
Data were analyzed qualitatively through open-coding. One major theme emerged
from the raw data, namely, poor integration of midwifery theory and practice, 4
themes that emerged from the major theme were the following: factors related to

teaching and facilitation by lecturers; factors related to learning by students; factors
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